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profit at the same time by the magical and social advantages of
a more elegant cremation. In Krobokan we witnessed the re-
lease of two hundred and fifty souls of commoners who ac-
companied a member of the royal family. It is of extreme im-
portance, however, to keep within the rules prescribed for each
caste, the breach of which would bring dreadful punishment
upon guilty relatives who in their craving for ostentation should
use rites or materials for the accessories allotted to a higher caste.
These rules are at times infringed and it becomes the source of
malicious gossip if a family use a cow instead of a lion to burn
their deceased, or if they have more roofs in their tower than
is their right. In a few cases the right of cremation is denied,
as in the death of exiles from the island. Lepers are buried in
hidden places and their redemption is carried out by pious
persons, secretly and through an effigy.

THE   BODY

To the Balinese only the soul is really important, the body being
simply an unclean object to be got rid of, about which there is
no hysteria. Details which would be considered weird and shock-
ing elsewhere are regarded naturally and with great indifference.
I have seen a corpse poked, to help it burn, by relatives who were
making loud jokes and scolding the body because it would not
burn quickly enough, so they could go home.

When a man dies, his relatives, near and far, are expected
to assemble and bring presents of food to the immediate family
of the deceased. It is believed that the ghost of the dead man
will bring them bad luck if they are not informed within three
days. Automatically all relatives of the dead man become im-
pure, sebel, and cannot enter the temples until the complete
purification rites have been performed. This impurity extends
to the house and even to the entire village, and the higher the
position of the dead one, the greater the degree of uncleanliness
of the village.

A sign of death in a house is the lamp called damar Icurimg,